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Welcome Back! 
A very warm welcome back to all our staff, students 
and their families and a special welcome is extend-
ed to all those staff, students and families that are 
new to Riverview School.   
A huge thank you to our Staff who have worked 
very hard to prepare for the upcoming school year.   
We know that school will be slightly different this 
year, nevertheless we are committed to the social, 
emotional and academic  growth of your children in 
an environment that is safe, inviting and inclusive.   
Our motto is Spread Kindness instead of Germs! 
We are spreading kindness by wearing our masks 
and social distancing as well as many other ways to 
keep everyone safe. 
If you have any questions or concerns please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 
Mrs. Carradice  
 

Student Attendance 
 
When your child is absent from school, please call 
852-3561 to let us know the reason for late or ab-
sence and the length of their absence.  If you do not 
call the school and your child has been marked ab-
sent, you will be called at your contact phone num-
bers in order to ensure your child is home. 
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Upcoming Events:  
 

K-12 School Council Meeting TBD 
Terry Fox activities   SE 30  
Thanksgiving Day (no school)   OC 12   
PD Day (no school for students)    OC 30     

SUPERVISION AT SCHOOL  
STARTS AT 8:30 a.m.  

Staff will be available to supervise students 
at this time.  

SEPTEMBER’S CHARACTER TRAIT—RESPECT 
We respect ourselves and treat others with Courte-
sy, Dignity, and Positive Regard.  We honour the 
rights of others.  We respect their belongings, the 
environment and the world around us. Respect can 
be shown in many little ways and, if we want our 
children to be respectful, the best way to achieve 
that is to model respectful behaviour for them.  
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What to do if Your Child 
has Symptoms of Illness In-
structions for caregivers 
 

To reduce the risk of COVID-19 it is important that students 
and staff with any symptoms of illness do not attend school 
until they are no longer at risk of spreading infection.  
Schools must send anyone home from school who appears to 
be unwell and report information to Northwestern Health 
Unit. If your child is staying home because of illness or has 
been sent home from school because of illness, keep them 
home, limit contact with others, seek medical advice as neces-
sary, and follow the instructions below. 

When to get tested 
If your child has any of the following symptoms, use the tool 
at: https://covid-19.ontario.ca/selfassessment/ and follow the 
recommendations. It will be suggested that you arrange for 
COVID-19 testing if your child has symptoms of: 

• Fever (temperature of 37.8°C or greater) 

• New or worsening cough 

• Shortness of breath 

• Sore throat 

• Difficulty swallowing 

• Loss of taste or smell 

•  Nausea/vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain 

•  Runny nose, or nasal congestion (in absence of under-
lying reasons for these symptoms such as seasonal al-
lergies, post nasal drip, etc.) 

• Pink eye 

• Feeling unwell, chills, headache, extreme tiredness, 
falling down often, sluggish, lack  appetite. 

Anyone waiting for test results must self-isolate 
and cannot attend school in person. 
Where to get tested 
Visit https://www.nwhu.on.ca/covid19/Pages/self-
assessment.aspx to find testing information for 
your community. 

If your child tests positive: 
• Northwestern Health Unit will call you to gather details 

about your child’s contacts. If  your child has been in 
the school during the infectious period, NWHU will 
contact  the school to get information about school 
contacts.  

• A “contact” is defined as someone who has spent at 
least 15 minutes within 2 metres of a confirmed case. 
NWHU will give you and all close contacts direction on 
self-isolating. 

 
 
 

If you choose not to get your child tested: 
If you choose not to take your student for testing, they must 
stay home from school: 

• Until 14 days after the symptoms of illness started OR 

• At least 24 hours after symptoms have resolved, if an 
alternate diagnosis has been  provided by a health care 
provider OR 

• At least 24 hours after symptoms have resolved AND a 
health care provider assessed the student and did NOT 
recommend testing for COVID 19. 

A medical note or proof of negative test is not required to re-
turn to school. 

What if my child was sent home, but I know this 
is just a regular symptom of a chronic condition 
like allergies? 
You should talk with your child’s school and your  health care 
provider to ensure awareness of chronic conditions that might 
appear to be COVID-19 symptoms. Documentation may be re-
quired by the school. 
 
When can my child return to school? 

• No test: 14 days after start of symptoms, if symptoms have 

resolved OR at least 24 hours after symptoms have resolved 
with an alternative diagnosis by a health care professional, OR 
at least 24 hours after symptoms have resolved and a health 
care  provider has assessed the student and did not recommend 
testing for COVID-19. 

• Negative test: return to school after at least 24 hours with-

out symptoms (unless they have been a close contact of a 
known COVID-19 case*) 
• If positive test: return to school at the direction of North-

western Health Unit. A negative test as proof of clearance is not 
required. 

*What if a close contact of a student (e.g. sibling, 
parent) tests positive? 
If a student is identified as a close contact of a positive case, 
they should go home immediately to self-isolate and arrange for 
testing. If a student is self-isolating after a high-risk exposure 
(e.g. a close contact of a known COVID-19 case) they can return 
to school at the end of their full 14 day self-isolation period as 
they may be incubating COVID-19. If they should develop symp-
toms or test positive, then they will be managed as a case of 
COVID-19. 

If my child is ill, do other household members also 
need to isolate while waiting for test results, or can 
siblings attend school and parents go to work?  
Currently the risk of COVID-19 is low in the region. Parents and 
siblings can attend school and go to work as long as they do not 
have symptoms of COVID-19 and they have not been directed to 
isolate by public health (Northwestern Health Unit). 
If you have questions, please call the NWHU COVID-19 Hotline 
at 1-866-468-2240 
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Positive Messaging—Cheers, not 
Jeers, Please! 
A new school year is a fresh start.  Riverview 
School staff is trying hard to keep things posi-
tive.  We are asking parents to also contrib-
ute to keeping a positive climate at the 
school.  We encourage families to solve 
school related conflicts, disagreements and 
issues (jeers) with school staff rather than on 
social media. 
Conflicts and disagreements are a natural 
part of any relationship.  But when the school 
is blasted on social media, it affects the 
learning environment for all of us, even your 
child.  We, as adults, are models for our chil-
dren.  It is important not only as a social skill 
but also for mental health reasons to work 
through conflict in a proactive manner. 
As parent/guardians we want the best for 
our children.  Please help us create an awe-
some learning environment by working to-
gether this year through the good and the 
not so good. 
 

Rainy River K-12, Child Care and 
EarlyON Child and Family Centre 
Project  
The Rainy River District School Board is pleased to 
announce that we have received approval from the 
Ministry of Education on three of our projects and are 
now moving forward on the Rainy River K-12, Child 
Care and EarlyON Child and Family Centre Project; the 
Atikokan K-12, Child Care and EarlyON Child and Fami-
ly Centre Project; and the Donald Young School Child 
Care Project.  The Ministry approved additional fund-
ing for a new consolidated school, with a 39-space 
childcare and an EarlyON Centre for Rainy River for a 
total amount of $10,063,039. This in addition to the 
previously approved funding brings the total to 
$17,648,738. RRDSB will soon be looking at the school 
site to determine a suitable location for the new build. 
We will also begin engagement with an architect and 
working on designs for the new school, which we 
hope to have finalized by late spring 2021. Through 
the design phase, we will complete a series of esti-
mates to ensure that we are on budget in order to 
proceed to tender.  

RRDSB Transportation Policy 
Allergies & food restrictions 
Food allergies can be life threatening. The risk of acci-
dental exposure to foods can be reduced if we all 
work together to minimize risk and take measure to 
provide a safe environment for food-allergic students. 
Riverview is a fish, nut and peanut-restricted school. 
Please do not send peanut butter or any other nut 
products to school with your child. Check labels of all 
food items. 
Buses are a NO FOOD ZONE. The buses transport stu-
dents with food allergy restrictions and it is critical 
that we have everyone's compliance to make sure the 
buses are kept clean and food free to minimize every-
one's risk.  

RRDSB Transportation Policy 
Please review the following guidelines from 
the RRDSB Transportation 
Policy: 
1. For elementary students with a mini-
mum of 3 days notice, one alternative care-
giver address may be substituted within 
home school zone only if it: 
· Is a regular pattern for the school year 
· Is for five consecutive school days, or 
· Is in an emergency (3 days notice not re-
quired); and if 
· It results in no new or additional stop or 
route extension 
2. Courtesy Transportation - May be pro-
vided to students for medical or program 
reasons if: 
· No additional pickup or drop off is re-
quired 
· There is room on the bus 
· No route extension is required 
When eligible students require transporta-
tion, those courtesy riders will be first to 
relinquish their occupancy. 
Parents who choose to have their children 
attend a school outside of their home 
school area must assume 
responsibility for transpor-
tation to their chosen 
school. 
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BREAKFAST PROGRAM 
At this time, we are unable to offer either 
the Breakfast or Hot Lunch Programs. If, at 
a later date, we are able to offer these 
programs, parents will be notified. Micro-
waves will also not be available this year. 
 

Visitors to the school 
 
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we are lim-
iting the number of people entering the 
school. If parents have items, including 
lunches, to drop off for their child, please 
use the intercom at the front door. Mrs. 
Hartnell will meet you there and will en-
sure that it is delivered to your child.  
 

Medication Information Change 
 The school cannot administer medication 
to a student without a signed authoriza-
tion from parents/ guardians and the pre-
scribing doctor. If your child needs to be 
given medication during the school day 
contact the school to access the necessary 
forms. A reminder that staff members can-
not administer any medication that is not 
prescribed by a medical practitioner  
 

School Council Elections  
 
School Councils play an important role in 
student success. We encourage a strong 
partnership between the school and your 
family. School Councils help parents be-
come actively involved in the education of 
their children. School Councils help good 
schools become better. Until further no-
tice, school council meetings will be held 
remotely. Information related to con-
necting to the meeting will be posted on 
the school webpage. Please stay tuned for 
the first K—12  School Council meeting 
shortly.  Nadine Gerula is willing to stand 
as Chair, however, should you be interest-
ed please call the school to let us know. 

CELL PHONES 
For the students’ well-being we are encouraging 
parents not to send PEDs (Personal Electronic 
Devices) from home, like iPhones, because they 
will not be allowed during the instructional day.  
The RRDSB provides all students devices to use 
during the school day as the teacher deems 
necessary.  Our goal is to have them engaged in 
the lessons during class so they can experience 
success.  During recess, we want them active for 
their well-being. We also want to protect your 
child(ren) from having someone take pictures of 
them. Should they have the cell phones on dur-
ing school the following steps will be taken. 
• 1st time—friendly reminder to put it away 
• 2nd time—taken away and returned to 

student at the end of the day 
• 3rd time—brought to the office, student 

can collect at the end of the day 
• 4th time—brought to the office, parents 

must collect from the office 
 Thanks so much for your support! 
 

Classroom Setup  
All classrooms have been setup to ensure that 
all student workstations are a minimum of one 
metre apart. This distance will be maintained 
during all class activities.  
 

Coat Hooks & Cubbies  
Coat hooks and cubbies were spread apart to be 
spread out as much as possible. Students in the 
middle hall have received totes to store their 
jacket and lunch kit to minimize touch. 

 

The School Day 
8:40          Warning Bell to Come In   
8:45           Classes start 1st block 
10:25         Start 1st Nutrition Break   
11:10         Classes Begin Second Block  
12:50         Start 2nd Nutrition Break 
1:35           Classes begin 3rd block   
3:15           Dismissal  
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STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
Rainy River District School Board has pur-
chased accident insurance for all full-time 
students. This insurance covers all school 
sanctioned events.  
This insurance covers the requirement under 
the Field Trip Policy for student accident in-
surance and is effective September 1, 2020 
to August 31, 2021 for all school-sanctioned 
activities.  The information is posted on the 
Board's website under Parents, with 
a link to the insurance company on How To 
Make A Claim. 

 SCHOOL/HOME COMMUNICATION 
We believe that communication between 
home and school is critical to children’s suc-
cess. Phone calls, notes, school work sam-
ples, school website (http://riv.rrdsb.com), 
Seesaw, report cards, meetings and news-
letters are important tools to help you un-
derstand and connect with your children’s 
education. 
   

The school newsletter will be sent electroni-
cally this year in order to be as paperless as 
possible.  It will also be posted on our web-
site: (http://riv.rrdsb.com)  

 
September 2020 Riverview School  Newsletter Draw 

   

 My/our child(ren)  (please list childrens’ names) 
 ___________________,  __________________ ,  __________________ , brought home this newsletter.   

 

1. Why don’t we want students to have cell phones in class and recess ? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
   

 2. What  day are the Terry Fox activities for Riverview? _____________________________ 
    

 3. What time does supervision start in the morning? ________________________________ 

         

         ____________________________________ 

          Signature of  Parent/Guardian 
 

Please cut off the bottom and return to the office or email your answers to madeline.hartnell@rrdsb.com  
by Friday, September 18th @ 9:00 AM to be eligible for the draw. 

 

MENTAL HEALTH MEMO: HELPING KIDS (AND YOURSELF) GET BACK INTO 
THE SCHOOL ROUTINE 

 

The start of a new school year is exciting for most kids.  It can also be a little anxiety provoking for both 
caregivers and children).  The school environment makes demands on kids that they don’t usually face 
during summer activities: organization, attention, highly structured daily schedules, separation from 
family, and engaging in peer interactions. 

 

While every child faces these challenges when heading back to school, this can be especially difficult 
for the approximately 20% of children who experience a mental health issue.  Here are some ideas to 
help make the transition from the lake to the classroom: 

· validate that it’s normal to be nervous when transitioning back to school and problem-

solve ways to address their concerns with them 

· return to back to school routines such as realistic bedtimes and setting time limits on 

electronic use as soon as possible 
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Riverview Hoody Order Forms 
coming soon!! 

Ordering will be available through 
www.schoolcashonline.com 


